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New Mexi co Departnment of Agriculture

Pesticide Rul e Rul emaki ng Heari ng

Moder ated by Les Owen, Deputy Director
Thur sday, July 31, 2025
10: 59 a.m

Central New Mexico Community Col |l ege Workforce
Trai ning Center
5600 Eagl e Rock Avenue Nort heast
Al buquer que, NM 87113

Reported by: James Cogswel |

JOB NO: 7452800
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APPEARANCES

Li st of Attendees:

Les Onen, Deputy Director, New Mexico Departnent of

Agriculture

St eve Baca, Assistant Division Director, New MXico

Departnment of Agriculture

Kati e Laney, Assistant Division Director, New MexXico

Department of Agriculture
Uriel Fuentes, Assistant Division Director,

Departnment of Agriculture

Vanessa Fisher, New Mexico Departnment of Agriculture
Candi e Sweetser, New Mexico Departnment of Agriculture

Bradl ey Lewis, New Mexico Departnent of Agriculture

New Mexi co
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PROCEEDI NGS

MR. OVEN. Good norning. At this tine,
we will start the hearing that addresses the proposed
repeal and replacenent of the Pesticide rule, Title
21, Chapter 17, Part 50 of the New Mexico
Adm ni strative Code.

My nane is Les Onen, and | am deputy
director with the New Mexi co Departnent of
Agriculture. Today | wll be officiating this
hearing. Pl ease nake sure that you have signed in for
the record and that your cell phone is off or
silenced. Thank you.

Copi es of the proposed anendnents to
the Pesticide rule were made available in
stri ket hrough version and in clean copy formas you
wal ked in. |If you require copies, please hold your
hand up and they will be provided to you.

The day and date is Thursday, July 31,
2025, and the tinme is 11 a.m This hearing is being
held in person at the Central New Mexico Community
Col | ege Workforce Training Center in Al buquerque, New
Mexi co, at 5600 Eagl e Rock Avenue Northeast. This is
t he published date, time, and location for this
heari ng.

A transcript of today's hearing wll be
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avai l able fromthe departnent's webpage. Follow ng a
sunmary of the proposed primry anmendnents, the public
wi Il be provided an opportunity to provide testinony
regardi ng the proposed rule.

M. Baca will now provide a summary of
the public notices, primary proposed anendnents to the
Pesticide rule, and any related information.

MR. BACA: Good norning. | am Steve
Baca, an assistant division director with the New
Mexi co Departnment of Agriculture. Pesticide rule is
pronul gated under the authority of the Pesticide Act
to address the specifics that regul ate the
regi stration of pesticides, |icensing of specific
pesticide applicators, record keepi ng, storage and
di sposal of pesticides, fee structure, and other
pesticide-related activities.

Public notices for this hearing were
publ i shed as follows in accordance with state | aw
June 24, 2025, in the New Mexico Register; June 24,
2025, in the Al buquerque Journal; June 24, 2025, in
t he Santa Fe New Mexican in Spanish and English; and
June 25, 2025, in the Las Cruces Sun News.

Heari ng notices were al so posted on the
New Mexi co Sunshine Portal and New Mexico Depart ment

of Agriculture District Station in Al buguerque and on
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New Mexi co Departnment of Agriculture's website in
Spani sh and Engl i sh.

Copi es of the proposed rule were made
avail abl e at the New Mexi co Departnent of Agriculture
Las Cruces main office and | ab buil di ng, New Mexico
Department of Agriculture Veterinary D agnostic
Services Lab in Al buquerque, New Mexico Departnent of
Agriculture Peanut Grading Station in Portales, and on
t he departnent's website.

Notification and the proposed rule were
sent to the New Mexi co Econom c¢ Devel opnment Snal
Busi ness Regul atory Advi sory Conm ssion and to
Legi sl ative Council Service. As of today, New Mexico
Departnment of Agriculture has not received findings
fromeither

Noti ce of public hearings were also
sent to pesticide licensed individuals and busi nesses
| npacted by the anendnents; to the Pest Managenent
Associ ation, the state industry organization
representing |licensed pesticide applicators; and to
t he Househol d Consumer Product Association [sic], a
nati onal industry organi zation representing pesticide
manuf acturers.

Al t hough the anendnents are relatively

few, the age of the Pesticide rule required a repeal
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and repl acenent process to address updates to style
and format in conjunction with New Mexi co Depart nment
of Agriculture's proposed anmendnents. Prinmary
proposed changes to the existing Pesticide rule

I ncl ude change in expiration dates of annual |icenses
from Decenber 31st to January 31st and an increase in
fees related to pesticide product registrations and

| i censes.

Commrents received to date were
primarily directed at concerns related to the change
in the expiration date and the possible | oss for
continui ng education units. The change in expiration
date was nade to address relicensing issues that my
occur during the winter holiday break when New Mexico
Departnent of Agriculture staff are provided time off
and are unable to return calls and help |icensees with
a-- within a one- or two-day period.

New Mexico Departnment of Agriculture
staff have made policy changes that will allow for a
transition year to ensure no licensee will | ose
continui ng education units. Adjustnents to the
continui ng education units tracking systemw | also
be made to ensure credits taken in January are applied
either to the current or future licensing year to

ensure a best benefit for the |licensee. An
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expl anation regarding |licensees concerns was posted on
t he New Mexico Departnment of Agriculture website and
emailed to |icense hol ders.

Pestici de product registration fees are
proposed to increase from 100 to 150 doll ars per
product. Product registration fees in other states
range from $100 to $2300 per product. The mpjority of
pesticide licenses are both -- are issued to license
to commercial applicators. This fee is proposed to
i ncrease from $75 to $100 per license. Both Col orado
and Texas have simlar fee structure to New Mexico's
wth their commercial pesticide applicator |icense
fees established at $350 and $125 respectively.

I ncreased -- increased fee revenue wl |
be used to address mandated staff salary increases,
repl ace reduction in EPA grants and expected
reductions in USDA grants, and increased operational
costs associated as a result of reductions in USDA
state staff and EPA changes in continuing education
units. Fees were |ast adjusted in 2010.

MR. OVWEN:. Thank you, M. Baca.

New Mexi co Department of Agriculture
has received witten comments prior to this hearing
fromthe follow ng: Logan McGarrah, Em |y Johnson,

Jasm ne Labine, Steve Kittrell, Bart Goetz, Keith
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Settle, Kelby Riley, Ois Leach, WIIliam Cox, Russ
Per ki ns, Ross CGoetz, Joseph Ogden, Trent Murphree,

M chael Ronquillo, Geg Alpers, and Steven Bennett on
behal f of the Household & Commercial Products

Associ ati on.

W will now open the floor for
comments. Please begin by stating your nane and
affiliation for the record. Please restrict your
comments to the proposed content of the rule. Please
rai se your hand and I will call on you. At this tine,
we will begin accepting coments.

Is there anyone wi shing to comment ?
Seeing none, we will close the comment period for this
hearing. Witten comments will be accepted until
5 p.m Thursday, July 31, 2025. All public comments
will be presented to the secretary/director of New
Mexi co Departnment of Agriculture, M. Jeff Wtte, and
wi Il be submtted for consideration to the New Mexico
State University Board of Regents.

Subm tted comrents and either a
transcript of today's hearing and/or the recording
w |l be available from New Mexi co Departnent of
Agriculture's webpage.

Thank you all for participating. W

wll close this hearing at 11:06 a. m
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(Whereupon, at 11:06 a.m., the

proceedi ng was concl uded.)
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CERTI FI CATE

I, JAMES COGSVELL, the officer before whom
t he foregoi ng proceedi ngs were taken, do hereby
certify that any witness(es) in the foregoing
proceedi ngs, prior to testifying, were duly sworn;
that the proceedi ngs were recorded by ne and
thereafter reduced to typewiting by a qualified
transcriptionist; that said digital audio recording of
said proceedings are a true and accurate record to the
best of nmy know edge, skills, and ability; that | am
neither counsel for, related to, nor enployed by any
of the parties to the action in which this was taken;
and, further, that | amnot a relative or enpl oyee of
any counsel or attorney enployed by the parties
hereto, nor financially or otherwise interested in the

outcone of this action.

August 14, 2025 % 7

Notary Public in and for the

JAMES COGSVELL

St at e of New Mexi co
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CERTI FI CATE OF TRANSCRI BER

I, RACHEL HUFF, do hereby certify that this
transcript was prepared fromthe digital audio
recordi ng of the foregoing proceedi ng, that said
transcript is a true and accurate record of the
proceedi ngs to the best of ny know edge, skills, and
ability; that I amneither counsel for, related to,
nor enpl oyed by any of the parties to the action in
whi ch this was taken; and, further, that I amnot a
relative or enployee of any counsel or attorney
enpl oyed by the parties hereto, nor financially or

otherwi se interested in the outcome of this action.

e Rkl 2 Thik

RACHEL HUFF
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