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21.18.3 NMAC Commercial Feeds Rule Hearing - August 6, 2026

New Mexi co Departnment of Agriculture

21.18.3 Comerci al Feeds Rul e Hearing

Moder ated by Ti m Darden, Division Director
Thur sday, August 6, 2026
1: 00 p.m

Central New Mexico Community Col |l ege Workforce
Trai ning Center
5600 Eagl e Rock Avenue Nort heast
Al buquer que, NM 87113

Reported by: James Cogswel |

JOB NO: 8298544
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APPEARANCES
Li st of Attendees:
St eve Baca, Assistant Division Director, New Mexico
Department of Agriculture
Ti m Darden, Division Director, New Mexico Departnent
of Agriculture
Nat han Abrahamson, New Mexico Departnent of
Agriculture
Maria Rocha-Hall, New Mexico Departnent of Agriculture
Candi e Sweetser, New Mexi co Departnent of Agriculture
Kati e Laney, Assistant Division Director, New MeXico

Department of Agriculture
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21.18.3 NMAC Commercial Feeds Rule Hearing - August 6, 2026

PROCEEDI NGS

MR. DARDEN: Good afternoon. At this
time, we will start the hearing that addresses the
proposed repeal and replacenent of the Commrerci al
Feeds Rule, Title 21, Chapter 18, Part 3 of the New
Mexi co Adm nistrative Code. M nane is Tim Darden. |
ama division director with the New Mexi co Depart ment
of Agricul ture.

Today, | will be officiating this
hearing. Pl ease nake sure that you have signed in for
the record and that your cell phone is off or
silenced. Thank you. Copies of the proposed
amendments to the Commercial Feeds Rule were made
avai lable in strike-through version and in clean copy
formas you wal ked in.

If you require a copy, please hold up
your hand and one will be provided to you. The day
and date is Thursday, August 6, 2026, and the tinme is
approximately 1 p.m This hearing is being held in
person at the CNM Wbr kforce Training Center |ocated at
5600 Eagl e Rock Avenue, Al buquerque, New Mexi co.

This is the published date, tine, and
| ocation for this hearing. This hearing is being
recorded and either a transcript of today's hearing or

the recording will be available fromthe departnent's
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webpage.

Foll owi ng a summary of the proposed
primary anmendnents, the public will be provided an
opportunity to provide testinony regarding the
proposed anmendnents. M. Laney will now provide a
sunmary of the public notices, primary proposed
amendnents to the commercial feeds rule, and any
related informtion.

MS5. LANEY: All right. Good afternoon.
|'"'m Katie Laney, an assistant division director with
New Mexi co Departnent of Agriculture. The commercia
feeds rule was promul gated under the authority of the
New Mexico Commerci al Feed Act to protect consuners of
commercial feed products by establishing standards for
their |abeling, registration, and sale.

Public notice for this hearing were
published as follow ng in accordance with the state
| aw. June 23, 2026 in the New Mexico Register. Qops.
| lost a page. They threw it away. Hang on. All
right. Yeah. Sorry, audience.

Ckay. We'll continue. June 23, 2026,
i n the Al buquerque Journal. June 23, 2026 in the
Santa Fe New Mexican, in Spanish and Engli sh.

June 23, 2026, in the Las Cruces Sun-News. Hearing

noti ces were al so posted on the New Mexico Sunshi ne
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Portal and New Mexico Departnent of Agriculture's
website in Spanish and Engli sh.

Copi es of the proposed rule were made
avail abl e at New Mexico Departnment of Agriculture's
Las Cruces main office and on the departnent's
website. Notification and the proposed rule were sent
to the New Mexi co Econom ¢ Devel opnent's Snal
Busi ness Regul atory Advi sory Conmm ssion and to the
Legi sl ati ve Counsel Services.

As of today, New Mexico Departnent of
Agriculture has received no findings fromeither.
Notice of public hearing was sent to all current
commercial feed registrants.

The proposed rules repeal and repl ace
the existing Commercial Feed Rules established to
noderni ze -- to establish a noderni zed regul atory
framework that is nore consistent with current
I ndustry standards and nore closely aligns with
nati onal ly recogni zed nodel regul ations devel oped by
t he Associ ation of Anerican Feed Control Officials,
AAFCO.

Ali gni ng New Mexico's regulations with
these nationally recogni zed standards will pronote
greater consistency in the adm nistration and

enforcenent of the Commerci al Feed Act. Facilitate
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conpliance with applicable state and federal |abeling
requi rements.

Reduce unnecessary regul atory burden on
regul ated entities. And support the efficient
i nterstate distribution of comrercial feed and pet
food products while maintaining appropriate consuner
and ani mal health protection.

The existing Commercial Feeds Rul e was
pronul gated under earlier industry standards and no
| onger adequately reflects the term nol ogy, |abeling
requi renments, product classifications, or regulatory
practices currently recognized within the comrerci al
feed and conpani on ani mal food industries.

Si nce adoption of the existing rule,

t he mar ket pl ace has evol ved consi derably, including
the w despread i ntroduction of specialty nutritional
products and conpani on ani mal food marketed with

i ncreasingly detailed nutritional ingredients and
mar ket i ng cl ai ns.

The proposed rul e i ncorporates updated
definitions, |abeling standards, regulatory provisions
that better align with current industry practices,
national ly recogni zed nodel regul ations, and
appl i cabl e federal requirenments.

These revisions are intended to inprove
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regul atory clarity, pronote consistent interpretation
and enforcenent of the Commercial Feed Act, provide
greater certainty to regulated entities, and ensure

t hat commerci al feed and pet food products distributed
wi thin New Mexico are accurately | abeled in a manner
that protects purchasers, consuners, and ani nal

heal t h.

Sonme of the areas of significant change
I nclude the follow ng: Section 21.18.3.7, Definitions,
I s amended to add new definitions for terns including
daily food, famliar household unit, food m xers, food
suppl enents, pet nutritional facts, specialty pet
nutritional facts, veterinary diet, and raw m| k.

These new definitions nodernize the
term nol ogy used throughout the rule and provide a
regul atory foundation to inplenment the updated pet
food | abeling requirenents. Section 21.18. 3.13,
Directions for Use and Precautionary Statenents, is
anended to establish specific requirenents for raw
m |k distributed as comrercial feed.

Under the proposed anendnents, raw m |k
products nust include the follow ng warning statenent.
"Warning. Not for human consunption. This product
has not been pasteurized and may contain harnfu

bacteria."”
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The amendnents establish a m ni num font
size requirenents for the warning statenent based on
the size of the | abel panel to ensure the warning is
cl ear and conspi cuous.

Addi ti onal provisions require raw mlk
di stributed as commercial feed to be de-characterized
usi ng an approved coloring agent and prohibit the
di splay or storage of raw m |k comercial feed in
areas where food for human consunmption is sold or
prepared unl ess specific provisions are net.

These anmendnments strengthen product
I dentification requirenments and provi de additional
public health protections related to raw mlk
commerci al feed products.

Section 21.18.3.19, Pet Food and
Specialty Pet Food Format and Labeling, contains sone
of the nost significant revisions in the proposed
rule. The anmendnents substantially revise and
reorgani ze pet food and specialty pet food | abeling
requi rements.

The revisions establish a new pet
nutrition facts and specialty pet nutrition facts
| abel i ng framework nodel ed after the nutritional
| abel i ng concept famliar to consuners through human

f ood products
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The anmendnents expand requirenent
I nformati on and establish formatting requirenent
el ements such as type size, placenment, spacing,

I ndentation, and overall |abel visibility.

The revised section also establishes
specific | abeling requirenents for raw m |k pet food
products, including the warning statenment and
I dentification of species for which the raw m | k was
obt ai ned.

Section 21.18.3.21, Pet Food and
Speci alty Pet Food Purpose Statenent and Nutritional
Adequacy, is anended to conprehensively revise
nutritional adequacy requirenents for pet food and
specialty pet food products.

The revi sed section establishes nore
detai |l ed purpose statenment requirenments based on the
product category and intended use, providing greater
consi stency in how products are represented and
| abel ed.

Section 21.18.3.22, Pet and Specialty
Pet Nutritional Facts, creates a nutritional
di scl osure framework for pet food and specialty pet
food products. The current rule primarily relies on
tradi ti onal guaranteed anal ysis statenents.

The proposed anendnents transition to a
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nore conprehensive pet nutritional fact and specialty
pet nutritional fact format that provides additional
nutritional information to consuners in a standardized
and recogni zabl e format.

Section 21.18.3.23, Update the Pet Food
and Specialty Pet Food Ingredients, updates
decl arati on requirenents by incorporating current
AAFCO i ngredi ent definitions and FDA recogni zed
I ngredi ent nam ng conventions. These updates inprove
consistency in ingredient |abeling and provide greater
clarity for manufacturers and consuners.

Section 21.18. 3.25, Pet Food and
Specialty Pet Food Feeding Directions, expands feeding
direction requirenents for pet food and specialty pet
food products.

Under the proposed amendnents, feeding
directions nust use fam liar household units, such as
cups, cans, treats, tablets, or pieces to make feeding
I nstructions easier for consuners to understand and
follow. The amendnents al so establish additional
requi renments for feeding frequency, serving size, and
product fornulated for specialty nutritional purposes.

Section 21.18.3.26, Determ nati on of
Cal orie Content for Pet Foods, establishes

requi rements for the determ nation and di scl osure of
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calorie content for pet foods and specialty pet food
products. This section supports the transition from
tradi ti onal guaranteed analysis | abeling towards a
nore conprehensive nutritional disclosure approach.

And lastly, 21.18.3.29, Handling and
Storage Instructions, is a new section that
est abl i shes handling and storage instruction
requi renments for pet food and specialty pet food
products. These requirenments provide consuners with
addi tional information necessary to safely store and
handl e products after purchase.

MR. DARDEN:. Thank you, Ms. Laney.

New Mexi co Department of Agriculture
has received no witten comments prior to this
hearing. We will now open the floor to coments.

Pl ease begin by stating your nanme and affiliation for
the record. Please raise your hand and wait until |
call on you.

At this tinme, | will begin accepting
comments. Please restrict your comments to the
proposed content of the rule. 1Is there anyone el se
w shing to comment ?

Seeing none, we will close the public
oral comment period for this hearing. Witten

comments will be accepted until 5 p.m, Thursday,
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August 6, 2026.

Al'l public coments will be presented
to the Secretary Director of New Mexico Departnment of
Agriculture, M. Jeff Wtte, and will be submtted for
consideration to the New Mexico State University Board
of Regents.

Subm tted comrents and either a
transcript of today's hearing and/or the recording
w ||l be available from New Mexi co Departnent of
Agriculture's webpage.

Thank you all for participating. W
wll close the hearing at 1:13 p.m Thank you.

MS. LANEY: Excellent.

(Wher eupon, the neeting concl uded at

1:13 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE

I, JAMES COGSWELL, the officer before whom
t he foregoi ng proceedi ngs were taken, do hereby
certify that any witness(es) in the foregoing
proceedi ngs, prior to testifying, were duly sworn;
t hat the proceedi ngs were recorded by ne and
thereafter reduced to typewiting by a qualified
transcriptionist; that said digital audio recording of
said proceedings are a true and accurate record to the
best of nmy know edge, skills, and ability; that | am
neither counsel for, related to, nor enployed by any
of the parties to the action in which this was taken;
and, further, that | amnot a relative or enpl oyee of
any counsel or attorney enployed by the parties

hereto, nor financially or otherw se interested in the

outcone of this action. Ze {/

JAMES COGSVELL
Notary Public in and for the

State of New Mexi co
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CERTI FI CATE OF TRANSCRI BER

I, MARY SACKETT, do hereby certify that this
transcript was prepared fromthe digital audio
recordi ng of the foregoing proceeding, that said
transcript is a true and accurate record of the
proceedi ngs to the best of nmy know edge, skills, and
ability; that I amneither counsel for, related to,
nor enployed by any of the parties to the action in
which this was taken; and, further, that | amnot a
relative or enployee of any counsel or attorney
enpl oyed by the parties hereto, nor financially or

otherwise interested in the outcone of this action.

Moy Sackett

MARY SACKETT
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