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APPEARANCES
Li st of Attendees:

Les Onen, Deputy Director NVDA

St ephen Baca, Assistant Director - Agricultural

Envi ronment al Servi ces

Ryan Hiles, Assistant Director - Agricultural
Envi ronnent al Services

Tony Marquez, Director of Information Technol
Mexi co Department of Agriculture

Teri Cates, Omer TLC Pest Control, VP - New
Pest Managenent Associ ation

C. Benevidez, Attendee (by videoconference)
Courtenay, Attendee (by vi deoconference)
Kyl ei gh Serna, Attendee (by videoconference)
M cah Meyer, Attendee (by videoconference)

N. Busse, Attendee (by videoconference)

T. Thonpson, Attendee (by vi deoconference)

Tyl er Leslie, Rehms Nursery (by videoconference)

Veroni ca, Attendee (by videoconference)

ogy - New

Mexi co

Page 2

Veritext Lega Solutions
Caendar-nm@veritext.com 505-243-5691

WWWw.veritext.com



© 00 N oo 0o b~ wWw N -

N N D N NN P P P P P P PP R
o A W N P O © 00 N OO O M W N P+ O

PROCEEDI NGS

MR. OVEN. Good norning. At this tine,
we will start the hearing that addresses the proposed
repeal and replacenent of the foll ow ng rules:
Japanese Beetle Exterior Quarantine, 21.27.27 [sic] of
t he New Mexico Adm nistrative Code; Control of Wod
Destroying Pests, 21.17.51 of the New Mexico
Adm ni strative Code; Continuing Education Units for
Pesticide Applicators, 21.17.53 of the New Mexico
Adm ni strative Code; Restricted-Use Pesticides,
21.17.56 of the New Mexico Adm nistrative Code; and
M 44 Capsules in the Livestock Protection Collar,
21.17.57 of the New Mexico Adm ni strative Code.
Additionally, this hearing wll address the proposed
amendments to the Pesticides Rule 21.17.50 of the New
Mexi co Adm nistrative Code.

My nane is Les Onen. | amthe deputy
director for the New Mexico Departnent of Agriculture.
Today, | will be officiating this hearing. Please
make sure that you have signed in for the record and
that your cell phone is off or silenced. Thank you.
Copi es of the proposed rules and procedural steps were
made avail abl e as you wal ked i n.

The day and date is Tuesday, August 4,
2026, and the tine is approximately 9:05 a.m This
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hearing is being held in person and virtually via
internet link in New Mexico State University's Cerald
Thomas Hal |l Auditorium |ocated at 940 Coll ege Drive,
Las Cruces, New Mexico. This is the published date,
time, and | ocation for this hearing.

I n accordance to state |aw, public
notices for this hearing were published as foll ows:
The New Mexi co Regi ster published June 23, 2026; Las
Cruces Sun News, June 23, 2026; the Santa Fe, New
Mexi can, June 23, 2026, in English and Spanish; and
t he Al buquerque Journal, June 23, 2026. Notices were
al so published -- were al so posted on New Mexico
Department of Agriculture's website, New Mexico
Sunshine Portal, and nade avail able at New Mexico
Departnment of Agriculture's main office in Las Cruces.

Additionally, notifications were sent
to the New Mexi co Econom ¢ Devel opnment Small Busi ness
Regul at ory Advi sory Conm ssion for conment and to
Legi sl ati ve Counsel Service. Copies of the proposed
repl acenment rules and anended rul e were nade avail abl e
on New Mexico Departnment of Agriculture's website.

This hearing is being recorded and
either a transcript of today's hearing or the
recording will be available from New Mexi co Depart nent

of Agriculture's website. Following a sunmary of
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maj or points within each proposed six rules, the
public will be provided with an opportunity to
permt -- to present testinmony. Testinony should be
rel evant to the proposed rules or anendnents.

The first of six rules addressed in
this hearing is the proposed repeal and repl acenent of
t he Japanese Beetl e Exterior Quarantine Rule.

M. Hles will now provide a sunmary of proposed
primary points included in the rule.

MR. HILES: Good norning. | am Ryan
Hil es, an assistant division director with the New
Mexi co Departnment of Agriculture. The Japanese Beetle
Exterior Quarantine Rule, 21.17.27 of the New Mexico
Adm ni strative Code, was pronul gated under the
authority of the Pest Control Act 76.6.1 of New Mexico
Statutes to address risks associated with inporting
Japanese beetle into New Mexico through the
I nportation of plant/nursery stock.

Ext ensi ve proposed anmendnents to the
Japanese beetl e exterior quarantine rule necessitated
t he repeal and replacenent of the existing rule.

Maj or points addressed include additional definitions
for clarification purposes, requirenment for nurseries
exporting plants to New Mexico to conply with

restrictions outlined in New Mexico Departnent of
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Agricul ture-issued conpliance agreenent, expansion of
guarantined areas to include all U S. states and
speci fic Canadi an provinces, requirenents for snmaller
pots containing non-gram neous nursery stock to be
treated prior to export to New Mexico, and provide
states a pathway to include nmultiple nurseries to be
covered under one conpliance agreenent.

MR. OVWEN: Thank you, M. Hiles.

As of August 1, 2026, the New Mexico
Departnment of Agriculture has received one witten
comment. We will now open the floor for comrents
directed at the proposed Japanese Beetle Exterior
Quar anti ne.

For those of you in the room please
rai se your hand and wait until | call on you. For
t hose participating through Zoom please use the
"Rai se Hand" feature, and you will be -- you will then
be unnuted. Begin your comment by stating your name
and affiliation for the record. Your comrent shoul d

be limted to the contents of the proposed rule.

At this time, | wll begin accepting
coments.
| s there anyone else wishing to
comrent ?
Seeing none, | will close the public
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oral comment period for the proposed Japanese Beetle
Exterior Quarantine Rule. Witten comments will be
accepted until 5 p.m August 6, 2026, and can be
subm tted through New Mexi co Departnent of
Agriculture's web page or dropped off at the main Las
Cruces office.

Al public comments will be presented
to the Secretary Director of New Mexico Departnent of
Agriculture, M. Jeff Wtte, and wll be submtted for
consideration to the New Mexico State University Board
of Regents. Submitted comments in either a transcript
of today's hearing and/or the recording wll be
avail abl e from New Mexi co Departnment of Agriculture's
websi te.

The second rul e addressed during this
hearing is the proposed repeal and replacenent of the
Control of Whod Destroying Pests rule. M. Baca wll
present a summary of mmjor points contained in this
proposed repl acenent rule.

MR. BACA: Good norning. | am Steve
Baca, an assistant division director with New Mexico
Department of Agriculture. The Control of Wod
Destroying Pests Rule, 21.17.51 of the New Mexico
Adm ni strative Code was pronul gated under the

authority of the Pesticide Control Act 76.4.1-39 of
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New Mexico Statutes to address regul atory requirenents
related to pesticide applicators involved in the
control of wood-destroying pests.

Al t hough anmendnents to the existing
Control of Whod Destroying Pests Rule are few, format
updates necessitated the repeal and replacenent of the
existing rule. Major points addressed in the proposed
rul e i nclude updating, noting that not all
termticides are restricted-use products, alignnment of
terms with those used in the Pesticide Control Act,
and clarification of license types that require
supervi sion while applying pesticide -- insecticides.

MR. OVEN:. Thank you, M. Baca.

As of August 1, 2026, New Mexico
Departnent of Agriculture has received one witten
comment. We will now open the floor for comrents
directed at the proposed Control of Wod Destroying
Pests Rul e.

For those of you in the room please
rai se your hand and wait until | call on you. For
those participating through Zoom please use the raise
your hand feature, and you will be unnuted. Begin
your commrent by stating your name and affiliation for
the record. Your comrent should be [imted to the

contents of the proposed rule.
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At this tinme, | wll begin accepting
conment s.

s there anyone el se wishing to
coment ?

Seeing none, | will close the -- the
public oral comrent period for the proposed Wod
Destroying Pests Rule. Witten comments will be
accepted until 5 p.m August 6, 2026, and can be
subm tted through New Mexi co Departnent of
Agriculture's web page or dropped off at the main Las
Cruces office.

Al'l public comments will be presented
to the Secretary Director of New Mexico Departnent of
Agricul ture, M. Jeff Wtte, and will be submtted for
consideration to the New Mexico State University Board
of Regents. Submitted comments in either a transcri pt
of today's hearing and/or the recording wll be
avai l abl e from New Mexi co Departnment of Agriculture's
website.

The third rule addressed in this
hearing is the proposed repeal and replacenent of the
Conti nui ng Education Units for Pesticide Applicators
Rule. M. Baca will present a summary of major points
contained in this proposed replacenent rule.

MR. BACA: |'"m Steve Baca, an assi stant
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division director with the New Mexico Departnent of
Agricul ture. The Continuing Education Units for
Pesticide Applicators Rule, 21.17.53 of the New Mexico
Adm ni strative Code was pronul gated under the
authority of the Pesticide Control Act 76.1.4 1-39
[sic] of the New Mexico Statutes to address

Envi ronmental Protection Agency-required updates

rel evant to continuing education requirenents for
pesticide applicators.

Ext ensi ve proposed changes and for mat
updat es necessitated a repeal and replacenent process
for this rule. Mjor points proposed in the
replacement rule include definition updates,
clarification of continuing education units approval
process, addition of Environnental Protection Agency
mandat ed re-certification requirenents, and addition
of new environnmental protection agency pesticide
appl i cat or categori es.

MR. OVEN:. Thank you, M. Baca.

As of August 1, 2026, New Mexico
Department of Agriculture has received no witten
comments. We will now open the floor for comments
directed at the proposed continuing education units
for pesticide applicators rule.

For those of you in the room please
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rai se your hand and wait until | call on you. For
those participating through Zoom please use the raise
your hand feature, and you will be unnmuted. Begin
your comment by stating your nane and affiliation for
the record. Your coments should be limted to the
contents of the proposed rule.

At this time, | will begin accepting
comments. Yes.

M5. CATES. [Unintelligible response.]

MR. OEN:. Great. Thank you.

s there anyone el se wishing to
comrent ?

Seeing none, | will close the public
oral comment period for the proposed Conti nuing
Education Units for Pesticide Applicators Rule.
Witten coments will be accepted until 5 p.m August
6, 2026, and can be subm tted through New Mexico
Departnent of Agriculture's web page or dropped off at
the main Las Cruces office.

Al'l public coments will be presented
to the Secretary Director of New Mexico Departnent of
Agriculture, M. Jeff Wtte, and wll be submtted for
consideration to the New Mexico State University Board
of Regents. Submtted comments in either a transcri pt

of today's hearing and/or the recording wll be
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avai l abl e from New Mexi co Departnment of Agriculture's
website.

Oh.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Now if you use
this m crophone, he should be able to hear you.

M5. CATES: M nane is Teri Cates. |
am t he owner-operator of TLC Pest Control, as well as
the current vice president of New Mexico Pest
Managenent Association and the State Policy Affairs
Representative for the industry -- the pest control
i ndustry in the state of New Mexico. |'m here today
to support the rule change, as it is nuch needed and
| ong overdue.

MR. OVEN: Great. Thank you.

The fourth rule addressed in this
hearing is the proposed repeal and replacenent of the
Restricted-Use Pesticides Rule. M. Baca wll present
a summary of major points contained in the proposed
rul e replacenent.

MR. BACA: |'m Steve Baca, an assi st ant
division director with New Mexi co Departnment of
Agriculture. The Restricted-Use Pesticides Rule,
21.17.56 of the New Mexico Adm nistrative Code was
promul gated under the authority of the Pesticide

Control Act 76.4.1-39 of New Mexico Statutes to
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address regul ations relevant to the purchase, sale,
use, and record retention of restricted-use
pesti ci des.

Al t hough proposed anendnents to the
exi sting Restricted-Use Pesticide Rule are few, format
updates necessitated the repeal and replacenent of the
current rule. The major point addressed in the
proposed rule is a revision of pesticide records
requi rements to ensure conpliance wth Environnental
Protecti on Agency nmandat es.

MR. OVEN:. Thank you, M. Baca.

As of August 1, 2026, New Mexico
Department of Agriculture has received no witten
comments. We will now open the floor for coments
directed at the proposed Restricted-Use Pesticides
Rul e.

For those of you in the room please
rai se your hand and wait till | call on you. For
t hose participating through Zoom please use the
"Rai se Hand" feature, and you will be unnmuted. Begin
your comments by stating your name and affiliation for
the record. Your coments should be limted to the
contents of the proposed rule.

At this time, | will begin accepting

coment s.
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OCkay. |Is there anyone else wishing to
conment ?

Seeing none, | will close the public
oral comment period for the proposed Restricted-Use
Pesticides Rule. Witten comments will be accepted
until 5 p.m August 6, 2026, and can be submtted
t hrough New Mexi co Departnent of Agriculture's web
page or dropped off at the main Las Cruces office.

Al'l public coments will be presented
to the Secretary Director of New Mexico Departnent of
Agriculture, M. Jeff Wtte, and will be submtted for
consideration to the New Mexico State University Board
of Regents. Submtted comments in either a transcript
of today's hearing and/or the recording will be
avai |l abl e from New Mexi co Department of Agriculture's
website.

The fifth rule addressed in this
hearing is the proposed repeal and replacenent of the
M 44 and the Livestock Protection Collar Rule.

M. Baca will present a summary of major points
contained in the proposed replacenent rule.

MR. BACA: | am Steve Baca, an
assistant division director with the New Mexico
Departnent of Agriculture. The M44 and the Livestock
Protection -- Protection Collar Rule, 21.17.57 of the
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New Mexi co Adm nistrative Code was pronul gated under
the authority of the Pesticide Control Act 76.4.1-39
of New Mexico Statutes to address regul ations rel evant
to the purchase, sale, use, accident reporting, and
record retention of M44s and |ivestock protection
col | ars.

Al t hough proposed anendnents to the
existing M44 and the Livestock Protection Collar Rule
are few, format updates necessitated the repeal and
repl acenent of the existing rule. Mjor points
addressed in the proposed replacenment rule include
clarification of prospective license -- |icensee
qualifications, updating of records requirenents, and
har noni zati on of rule | anguage with product | abels.

MR. OVEN:. Thank you, M. Baca.

As of August 1, 2026, New Mexico
Department of Agriculture has received no witten
comments. We will now open the floor for coments
directed at the proposed M 44 and Livestock Protection
Col I ar Rul e.

For those of you in the room please
rai se your hand and wait until | call on you. For

t hose participating through Zoom please use the

"Rai se Hand" feature, and you will be unnmuted. Begin
your comment by stating your nane and affiliation for
Page 15
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t he record. Your conmments should be limted to the

contents of the proposed rule.

At this time, | will begin accepting
coments.

Is there anyone el se wishing to
coment ?

Seeing none, | will close the public
oral comment period for the proposed M44 and -- and

the Livestock Protection Collar Rule. Witten
comments will be accept until -- accepted until 5 p. m
August 6, 2026, and can be submtted through New

Mexi co Departnment of Agriculture's web page or dropped
off at the main Las Cruces office.

Al'l public coments will be presented
to the Secretary Director of New Mexico Departnent of
Agriculture, M. Jeff Wtte, and will be submtted for
consideration to the New Mexico State University Board
of Regents. Submtted comments and either a
transcript of today's hearing and/or the recording
will be available from New Mexi co Departnent of
Agriculture's website.

The | ast rule addressed in this hearing
are proposed anendnents to the Pesticides Rule.

M. Baca will present a summary of major points

contained in the proposed rul e anendnents.
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MR. BACA: | am Steve Baca, an
assistant division director with the New Mexico
Departnment of Agriculture. The Pesticides Rule,
21.17.50 of the New Mexico Adm nistrative Code was
pronul gated under the authority of the Pesticide
Control Act 76.4.1-39 of New Mexico Statutes to
address regul ations relevant to the sal e of
pesticides, purchase, use, licensing, and record
requi rements by commercial pesticide applicators and
I ndi vidual s using restricted-use pesticides, and
i dentifying pesticide applicator |icensing categories.

The majority of proposed anendnents to
the Pesticides Rule are Environnental Protection
Agency- mandat ed updates. These updates incl ude
changes in exam nation requirenents, record
requi rement enhancenments, new pesticide applicator
categories, and m ni nrum age establishnment for
applicators.

Addi tional ly, proposed anmendnments
I ncl ude general | anguage cl eanup, increase in mninal
| nsurance requirenents, definition updates, and
clarification to operators' training permts.

MR. OVEN. Thank you, M. Baca.

As of August 1, 2026, New Mexico

Department of Agriculture has received no witten
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coments. We'll now open the floor for

comment s

directed at the proposed Pesticides Rule.

For those of you in the r

oom pl ease

rai se your hand and | will -- and wait until | call on

you. For those participating through Zoom please use

the "Rai se Hand" feature, and you will be unnuted.

Begi n your coment by stating your name

and

affiliation for the record. Your comments shoul d be

limted to the contents of the proposed
At this time, | wll begi

coment s.

rul e.

n accepting

M5. CATES: M nane is Teri Cates. |I'm

t he owner-operator at TLC Pest Control,

and |'m al so

the vice president of New Mexico Pest Managenent

Associ ation and the State Policy Affairs

Representative for the industry. | am here on behalf

of nyself and ny association to support

all the rule

changes, as they are much needed and | ong overdue.

MR. OVEN: Is there anyone el se wi shing

to comment ?

Seeing none, | will close the public

oral comment period for the proposed Pesticides Rule.

Witten comments will be accepted until

5 p. m August

6, 2026, and can be submtted through New Mexico

Department of Agriculture's web page or

dr opped off at

Page 18

Veritext Lega Solutions
Caendar-nm@veritext.com 505-243-5691

WWWw.veritext.com



© 00 N oo 0o b~ wWw N -

N N D N NN P P P P P P PP R
o A W N P O © 00 N OO O M W N P+ O

the main Las Cruces office.

Al'l public coments will be presented
to the Secretary Director of New Mexico Departnment of
Agriculture, M. Jeff Wtte, and will be submtted for
consideration to the New Mexico State University Board
of Regents. Submtted comments in either a transcript
of today's hearing and/or the recording will be
avail able fromthe New Mexi co Departnent of
Agriculture's website.

The time is 9:21 am | wll now close
this public hearing that addressed anendnents to or
t he repeal and replacenent of six New Mexico
Department of Agriculture pesticide or plant
pest-related rules. Thank you.

(Wher eupon, at 9:21 a.m, the

proceedi ng was concl uded.)
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CERTI FI CATE

I, RYAN AUTEN, the officer before whomthe
foregoi ng proceedi ngs were taken, do hereby certify
that any witness(es) in the foregoing proceedi ngs,
prior to testifying, were duly sworn; that the
proceedi ngs were recorded by ne and thereafter reduced
to typewiting by a qualified transcriptionist; that
said digital audio recording of said proceedings are a
true and accurate record to the best of ny know edge,
skills, and ability; that | am neither counsel for,
related to, nor enployed by any of the parties to the
action in which this was taken; and, further, that |
am not a relative or enployee of any counsel or
attorney enpl oyed by the parties hereto, nor
financially or otherwi se interested in the outcone of

this action.

RYAN AUTEN

Notary Public in and for the

State of New Mexico
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CERTI FI CATE OF TRANSCRI BER

I, CASI MCCOY RUSSO, do hereby certify that
this transcript was prepared fromthe digital audio
recordi ng of the foregoing proceedi ng, that said
transcript is a true and accurate record of the
proceedi ngs to the best of ny know edge, skills, and
ability; that I amneither counsel for, related to,
nor enpl oyed by any of the parties to the action in
whi ch this was taken; and, further, that I amnot a
relative or enployee of any counsel or attorney
enpl oyed by the parties hereto, nor financially or

otherwi se interested in the outcome of this action.

<{&5' /]]C(}>/ 5(&53(3

CASI MCCQOY RUSSO
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